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ABSTRACT

Experiments carried out on intact anae-
thetized animals revealed that propofol (Diprivan)
produced dose dependent drop in arterial blood
pressure in both intact and spinal cat which
was less than those recorded in intact ones.
On the other hand, propofol did not elicit any
detectable changes in the rate or rhythm of
the heart or P-R interval. Neither apparent effect
on the contractions of gastrocnemius muscle
nor interaction with pancuronium were
detected.

Experiments carried out on isolated tis-
sues revealed that propofol did not induce
change in the amplitude of cardiac contractions
but potentiated noradrenaline induced contrac-
tion of aortic spiiiral strip. The drug reduced
the histamine induced contractions of isolated
guinea pig tracheal spiral. It reduced the tone
of isolated rabbit intestine, histamine, barium
chloride and acetylcholine induced contractions
of isolated guinea pig ileum. Propofol pro-
duced reduction in acetyl choline induced
contractions of toad rectus abdominis muscle
and potentiated the inhibitory effect of d-
tubocurarine. In small doses it did not produce
any obvious action on the direct or indirect
electrically induced contractions of the isola-
ted rat diaphragm. Large doses inhibited both
types of contractions.
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